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Director's Note

BAERE BEHE

Our Ocean, Our Action

This year, our annual report focuses on the aquatic conservation
issues, successes and how each of us can contribute to preserving the
rapidly disappearing biodiversity found in our rivers, lakes and oceans,
especially our oceans. The Foundation also remains equally committed
to our terrestrial conservation issues. The Foundation continues to
support efforts to rebuild the panda reserves after the devastating 2008
512-earthquake in Sichuan, fund field studies to understand red pandas,
takin, pitvipers and two birds - black shama and Chinese crested terns.
However, clean water and healthy oceans are critical to our planet’s survival
and to our quality of life.

Water has always been respected as vital to life but it is only in recent
decades that we've really come to realize that freshwater is limited and our
oceans are not bottomless dumping grounds. The oceans cannot take
any more abuse. With that understanding, there has been an increasing
awareness of the many ways we can make a difference despite mankind'’s
historically negative impact on the world’s aquatic environments; both
freshwater and saltwater. Our dysfunctional relationship with water has
created water shortages for the world’s most dense populations, which
have polluted and changed the ecology of the oceans.

This does not bode well for Planet Earth. Whilst many believe that
the oxygen we breathe is derived from the Rainforests, the truth is that
at least 50% of our oxygen actually comes from the phytoplankton in
our oceans. The tiny, microscopic planktonic plants also help to absorb
the damaging CO; that is accelerating the climate change we are all
experiencing.
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So how are we making a difference?

Professor Paul Shin of City University of Hong Kong is raising
horseshoe crabs for release. Through a partnership with Ocean Park and
the Foundation, school children are raising the horseshoe crabs in their
school laboratories, for ultimate release in 2011 and in the process, learning
the ecology and importance of a clean ocean in our lives.

Whale sharks were considered the “million dollar shark” due to their
large fins and commercial value for their gills, skin and meat. The pressure
from fishing was noticeably reducing their numbers. Through Professor
Wang Yamin's research along the Chinese coast, whale shark samples were
taken for DNA analysis and nutrient composition. With this knowledge we
can better understand the relationship between the various whale shark
populations around the Pacific whilst also helping to promote whale shark
conservation through the “I Love Whale Sharks! Please Protect Them!”
campaign to stop the consumption of shark fin soup.

Salamanders and other amphibians are the sentinels for our
freshwater aquatic ecological systems. Their sensitive skin reacts to the
pollutants, lack of oxygen and turbidity. Chinese giant salamander wild
populations have declined by 80% over the past 30 years but fortunately,
aquaculture centres have succeeded to maintain and breed some of these
endangered sentinels. The Foundation co-sponsored research scientist
Dr. Samuel Turvey of the Zoological Society of London to organise an
international workshop for the Chinese giant salamander that would
develop action plans to save the salamander’s habitat, thus allowing
reintroduction to replenish their numbers. With thousands of Chinese
giant salamanders under human care, it shouldn't be very long before
their numbers recover in the wild habitats. Another salamander under
investigation is the Anji salamander found in just several small ponds in
Zhejiang Province of China. Here too, aquacultured individuals have been
released to bolster the waning wild population numbers.
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Re-introduction of animals into the wild isn't enough. Without
community support to clean the water ways and change polluting habits
to sustainable actions, reintroduced animals will also fail. For most natural
systems, including public education into the conservation research
programmes is a critical component to ensure conservation success.
Community also means the conservation community. Capacity building
for reserve staff, potential conservation biologists and environmental
educators is one more way that the Foundation is making a difference.
Organising workshops for reserve staff and educators strengthens their
skills and continually raises the bar in all that they do. Exposing university
undergraduate and graduate students to the Foundation's funded field
work helps them understand the challenges facing research scientists
but also gives the students an insight into the rewards derived from
conservation research and encourages them to pursue a conservation
oriented career.

Our public-education campaigns play a central role influencing
individuals to take action to improve the situation and help create a better
world. Beginning with each of us practicing the “4Rs"” on a daily basis,
that is Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Replace, now is the time for us to take
responsibility for our individual carbon and water footprints by committing
to use only sustainable resources, especially sustainable seafood. I'm
not advocating that everyone stops eating seafood, but we must take
responsibility for the health of the world’s marine ecosystems by choosing
to eat only seafood from sustainable fisheries and aquaculture. Consumers
do shape the world around them through their choices. Act wisely and
demand change!



Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong 2009- 2010 Annual Report

AEREFRE IR KENBAX

Sustainable Seafood for a Sustainable Future!
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&K /B Humphead wrasse FBHIH Hong Kong Grouper EB5%8 Horseshoe crab

BRERR—F  HMAKEBEDNKEREED Looking forward, we will continue to support crucial field studies
YIRS » VIR IBE B BIEEREE  TEWA <78 with our aquatic and terrestrial habitats of Asia as our focus.  New species
BEEERGTERE RATEMANEERSIE include the Siamese crocodile, the Javan slow loris, the Hainan gibbon

HEINEER  BEXENBRAANEERSHH and the blue-crowned laughing thrush. We will redouble our efforts to
BT - QSN BABEEEE « BEETR promote community-based conservation by supporting community-based
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BT SEAGE BB TESTEREFTEA projects and sponsoring educati?nal V\{orkshops. When communities
byt - understand the issues, develop their solutions and carry out the work, then

we will have lasting change for a better planet.
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PN Rt b SR P working under difficult conditions, volunteering your time and giving the
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