-
T
1

© lan Baird |

= ME“AP =
Achieving Balance Through Education and
Awareness

© Prof. Wu Yuping / Sun Yat-sen University
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Balancing the needs of Asia’s biodiversity with human populations’ goals and ambitions requires
spreading conservation awareness to as many people as possible, and as quickly as possible. Young
people play a critical role in this process. They are not only the community leaders and decision-makers
of tomorrow, they also wield great influence. Thanks to the rapid rise of social media, today’s youth
routinely spread news and information to friends, family and far beyond. By helping them understand
the importance of wildlife conservation, these young people become valuable ambassadors. In 2011/12,
we undertook a variety of programmes to ignite a passion for conservation in children of all ages,
including our new groundbreaking Conservation Education Sponsorship Programme.
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“We treasure our friends living in the
ocean. Join us to give them a brighter
future”

FEREVE

Ms Guo Jingjing
REEDBFREAETEAXIHFREREPED K
OPCFHK Marine Conservation Ambassador calling for support to
conserve Chinese white dolphin — our national treasure

Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong 2011-2012 Annual Report
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Enriching the Experiences of Young Conservationists

University Student Sponsorship Programme in Wildlife

Conservation (Sponsored by Dr. Allan Zeman) -

Our sponsorship programme continued to inspire a new generation of conservation
workers for the eighth year. In 2011/12, the programme not only enabled 33
students to gain hands-on experience of field research in China, Indonesia,
Cambodia, Sri Lanka and the Philippines, it also inspired them to share the
importance of wildlife conservation with their peers and families. The powerful
photos and videos they brought back from their field trips are likewise helping us
communicate international conservation issues to the people of Hong Kong.

v © ‘Ye-ung Ling Chun / CUHK

Documenting Controversial Eco-tourism Practices

The Situation

The controversial hand-feeding ecotourism in Oslob, Cebu
has kept over 50 whale sharks in the region, disrupting their
migration patterns to other feeding and breeding sites.
Abnormal vertical feeding behaviour and scars caused by boat
collision can now be observed. Not only threatening individual
sharks in the Philippines, this practice also pose a threat to the
entire population as whale sharks are migratory.

© Steve de Neef

Student Participation

Three students joined the Large Marine Vertebrate Project of
Physalus to conduct a survey in the feeding area. Photos were
taken underwater to identify whale shark individuals, whilst
a land-based survey documented the number of tourists and
their interaction with the sharks.

Student Inspiration

“We saw the need to balance development
and conservation. We salute the LaMaVe team
which conducts research, educates people and
makes recommendations to local government
to improve human interactions with the aim to
ensure the sharks’ welfare.”
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Protecting the Once “Extinct” Siamese Crocodile

© Jason Lau/ CityU

The Situation

Following years of being hunted for its soft skin, the Siamese
crocodile was declared extinct by IUCN in 1992. A small
population was discovered in Cambodia in 2000, but the
current estimate of the pure-bred Siamese crocodile population
is only about 250. This freshwater crocodile is now threatened
by a large scale hydro-dam project near the sanctuary, as well
as illegal hunting and habitat destruction.

A 4
© Billy Kwan / CityU

Student Participation

Two students joined the local team to conduct crocodile DNA
sampling and a line transect survey, as well as trap setting near
the hydro dam construction area to relocate the crocodiles to
unaffected habitats. They encountered three wild Siamese
crocodiles over the course of three survey days.

Student Inspiration

“We were stunned by the contrast of the green forest and
the reddish brown hydro-dam construction site. We rode by
motorbike for over an hour, but all we saw was dead trees and
a weathered landscape, indicating heavy habitat destruction.
We're very grateful to the Fauna & Flora International team
which rediscovered the crocodiles and continues to tackle the
immediate and underlying threats to this species including
captive breeding, applied research, education and capacity
building and more.”
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Inspiring Future Educators and Media Workers

Conservation Education Sponsorship Programme (CESP):

Panda Action!

We recognise the need to sow the seeds of conservation
awareness in future teachers and media workers, who will
then reach out to more people in the years ahead. Our new
Conservation Education Sponsorship Programme adopted the
theme of giant panda conservation, focusing on the lesser-
known Qinling population. In the first year of this three-
year programme, we sponsored 20 students from Hong Kong
Baptist University (HKBU) and Hong Kong Institute of Education
(HKIEd).

SRSHCRESHEADT || KRESHLEER

Qinling Giant Panda vs Sichuan Giant Panda

EREEKHESH
Qinling Giant Panda

o Yong Yahge

In August 2011, Foundation staff and student representatives
visited the Foping Nature Reserve to make plans for an in-situ
conservation education programme. We then organised a
training session on the giant panda’s biology and conservation
status, and tasked students to design their own educational
programmes and communication plans.

The Foundation would like to thank Sponsor HOPE Education
Foundation and Honorary Programme Advisor cum Sponsor Ms
Lianne Lam to support this pioneer programme.

)11 K RESH

Sichuan Giant Panda

BEME B REMmE
Brown and white Colour Black and white
BHOAENRER i) BHEOApE b imEE
More like cat and tiger Morphology More like bear and polar bear
il =y SRR mEEES
Shaanxi Province Distribution Sichuan and Gansu Province
273 EETEFEERNE 1323

Estimated wild population
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BERERERENRAZRDFBMEMNAITERARRGE  TRBHEET —BEEEED  WHEB T ALEM RN KIEHF ABrian
Wong TCRYZEd -

HKBU students utilised their creativity and connections to launch a promotional campaign before setting off. Artist Siu Hak and
songwriter Mr. Brian Wong TC also joined the cause.

: PR e
3 Wik F *ét

= Pacaroch SO

EREHEEGNRAEARER,100LBERF T EBNAEBERE  BFREABENERZHAERERFASNHXAUZEEME -

HKIEd students devised an interactive conservation education programme to reach 1,100 students in the reserve. The importance of
giant panda conservation quickly spread to recipients’ family members and the whole community.
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202 BT EINFAEM "RRETE , KEBRRAREDAMTELLIRILEDRNELBREZFTESRREEELEBHIEN)
B e

Our 20 sponsored students thanked with the Panda Action Honorary Advisor cum Sponsor Ms Lianne Lam (back row 7th from left)
and Sponsor Mr. Duncan Tsang, HOPE Education Foundation (back row 6th from left) during the graduation ceremony.

BUARBEANE » HERSNFEE  EBEEMNFAEEITRIFAIRHEIE |

Check out our website to view students’ blogs, theme song and panda dance!
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We have supported over 30 projects to conserve the Chinese white dolphin in the past 7 years. In January 2012, we brought together
five of our sponsored researchers in the region to meet with government officials, conservation groups, environmental assessment
companies and university students to inspire a new era of conservation efforts.

BIRREF A A WIRE R & N ORI F 8RR AT 8 & & ABrian Smiths84 - B0 R Inh K Al A R R
RELF - DN eNLEXEEZNERBREEEE  RERE LIFOHNSERS LOER -

Mr. Brian Smith, Director of the Asian Freshwater and Coastal Cetacean Programme of the Wildlife
Conservation Society, has contributed to conservation efforts in Bangladesh and Myanmar. He
provided a keynote speech on the status of various threatened dolphins in Asia, and focused on
conservation challenges and progress.

ARAMERBAYBEEREMEHET0OFRABR S ERNMELRE L thEze LOETS
FRA AR ELGHRN SRR TER ©

Prof. Zhou Kaiya from Nanjiang Normal University’s College of Life Sciences has devoted himself to
studying and conserving dolphins since the 1970s. He gave a review of various studies of Chinese
white dolphins in Chinese waters over the past years.

FILREBFNBERNRTTHREPIMRER RS L - REEH YK 2REARNHEDFHK
EREEE - YAMBRRKEPRKENPEDEFERZEMRE -

Prof. Wu Yuping from Sun Yat-sen University's School of Marine Sciences specialises in genetic and
taxonomic studies. She helped set up the nation’s largest Chinese white dolphin DNA bank and
revealed that the genetic diversity of Chinese white dolphin in Chinese waters is now low.
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Engaging Stakeholders to Conserve
Chinese White Dolphins

EBERBEYRNBEGNENRBELNBESRELDEELEMYBNRE @ X 2ZTERI=AM
NRERBBEHELIEFE246XNENRERL » BRBER7T4%NWHEDBHRAERETO0ERHEAL -
Dr. Leszek Karczmarski from The University of Hong Kong's School of Biological Sciences introduced the
Hong Kong perspective on the conservation of Chinese white dolphin and other species. He also shared
his research findings which indicated that populations of Chinese white dolphin in the Pearl River Estuary
are declining at an alarming rate of 2.46% annually, meaning as much as 74% of current numbers will
likely be lost within 60 years.

BERAEARENLouisa PonnampalamiE R 2010FEESRATIERIGHEMS R 28EdERF
B FRERMERRE LFENTES -

Dr. Louisa Ponnampalam from University of Malaya started her project in 2010 in Langkawi, Malaysia.
She combines science and community as platforms of discovery for research and conservation.

FEBESSERREEFERIBELISZTADTERISANTERBERNRSR  RHRENER
FEBHFNES °

Guest speaker Dr. Samuel Hung, Chairman of Hong Kong Dolphin Conservation Society, shared his
long-term monitoring of Chinese white dolphins in Hong Kong, and the implications for conservation
and management.

REBEL ARV NANBREEZESEDMNENSIER @ WEZH2005FRARNGRBEEZEZNSHE
=K

OPCFHK's Ms Shadow Sin introduced the Foundation’s projects across Asia, and updated audience
members on the progress of our marine mammal stranding response programme in Hong Kong waters
since 2005.

REREHEFEENRAREE FRobert L. Brownel JLELEAZTY B 1995FEHKENMRBIRER
BRI BRI AR TAE -

Guest speaker Dr. Robert L. Brownell Jr., National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shared his
efforts since 1995 to conserve the critically endangered Western gray whale in Russia.

REASRMERTRALBEMTSRAHA - RMBERIFEARBITEIREREREK - T
EFTH—IEAFFE  BRRELCRBRETE BABINESARES  BEoMEREREL
15 » BRSSO KSR E R SR ERF N AT RHEN -

OPCFHK's Deputy Director Mr. Timothy Ng concluded the symposium with a highlight on the urgent
need for immediate action to conserve the Chinese white dolphin. We have developed a five-year plan
to consolidate regional efforts to help ensure the sustainability of Chinese white dolphin populations
in Hong Kong and neighbouring waters through standardising scientific research techniques, capacity
building and public awareness campaigns.
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Connecting and Training Conservationists

Developing a Strategy to Conserve the Mekong Irrawaddy Dolphin

The Situation

With fewer than 100 dolphins left in the wild, the Mekong
Irrawaddy dolphin population appears to be mostly comprised
of older animals, with few young recruits and a high calf
mortality rate. This critically endangered population is slowly
disappearing.

Joint Efforts

We supported WWF-Cambodia to co-organise a workshop for
international experts to analyse the available evidence relating
to dolphin mortality and make specific recommendations
to guide immediate and future conservation efforts. The
workshop confirmed that gill net entanglements are the main
cause of death for adult dolphins.

The Outcome

The “Kratie Declaration on the Conservation of the Mekong
River Irrawaddy Dolphins” was signed by the main Cambodian
entities responsible for dolphin conservation : the Fisheries
Administration, the Dolphin Commission and WWF. The three
entities pledged to strengthen their collaboration to protect
the species and implement the recommendations of the expert
workshop.

. W

‘" T
© WWF - Cambodia

Standardising Marine Mammal Research Techniques in Southeast

Asia

The Situation

Numerous marine mammal species exist in various countries
in Southeast Asia. There is a need to standardise the field and
analytical techniques used by researchers and conservationists
across the region.

Joint Efforts

We sponsored The University of Hong Kong to conduct the
3rd Southeast Asian Training Workshop in Marine Mammal
Research Techniques in December 2011. Further to the
first workshop in December 2010 sponsored by OPCFHK,
this workshop focused on mark-recapture technigues and
guantitative population models using “Mark” and other
software for datasets of individually identifiable animals.

The Outcome

Fourteen researchers from China, Taiwan, the Philippines,
Japan and Malaysia, as well as six local students were
trained. Project success will be measured by the level of
practical application of newly learned techniques in ongoing
projects, the future comparability of individual local datasets,
heightened standards of field research, increased quantifiable
outputs, and increased collaborative interaction between
researchers in the region.
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