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Help the Ocean,
Help Yourself!

It's a bitter irony: water is fundamental to life and yet many people
waste it. Particularly in the developed world, there’s a belief that water is
somehow inexhaustible... just turn the tap and there it is. And the oceans
are full of water, so what's the problem?

The truth is that mankind has a very precarious relationship with
water. Freshwater accounts for less than half a percent of the world’s total
water supply, yet all mankind and the majority of animals depend on it for
survival. Faced with such a precious resource, you might expect mankind
to treat it with care. Unfortunately, that's not the case. Agriculture accounts
for some 70 percent of water consumption worldwide, but over half that
water is wasted. Meanwhile, mankind is also polluting and destroying its
freshwater resources so effectively that at least 20 percent of freshwater
species are either now extinct or facing extinction.

It's a simple fact that every action has a consequence. When we
impact our environment in negative ways, there is always a price to pay,
either by ourselves or by our children. As ecosystems begin to struggle and
fail, we set in motion a chain of events that slowly erodes our own survival
too. In years to come, it's possible that dwindling supplies of freshwater
could lead to conflicts, as mankind becomes more and more desperate for
aresource that it's spent the last 100 years wasting.

To address this issue, we've planted the seeds of freshwater
conservation in 9,000 students through the “Half Bucket” Water
Conservation Campaign. Fully sponsored by the Coca-Cola Foundation, this
important programme concluded in 2010 with a Summit where students
were able to exchange ideas with experts. This unique campaign also
played an important role in raising public awareness of water conservation
issues thanks to the exhibition inside Ocean Park. Even though this
programme has now ended, we invite you to sustain the effort and show
your support by saving water at every opportunity.

On the scientific end, we have been working hard to better
understand the state of marine and freshwater systems in Asia. This work
has included 11 whale and dolphin projects, as well as eight projects on
species that rely heavily on water, such as fish, coral, crocodilians and
amphibians. In this Annual Report, you can read more about three of these
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freshwater species including the critically endangered gharial, the Chinese
giant salamander, and the Anji salamander.

In addition to learning more about our research and conservation
efforts with these endangered species in the region, you will also find
updates on our work locally in Hong Kong, including our ongoing
collaboration with the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department.
It's also been gratifying to see our progress with rebuilding work in China's
earthquake-ravaged panda reserves. You can read more about all these
initiatives in the following pages.

| offer my sincere thanks to all our donors for making this work
possible. Indeed, without your continued support, we would not be able
to accomplish anything. We are particularly indebted to Ocean Park for
its generous financial support, as well as the tireless work of our Principal
Investigators, the expert feedback of our independent Scientific Advisory
Committee and the wise counsel of our Trustees. | thank you all from the
bottom of my heart.

Judy Chen




