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Earthquake Rebuilding for Panda Reserves
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On 12 May 2008, a devastating earthquake hit large areas of western China. The impact
of this catastrophic event made headlines around the world. Less well-publicised was the
destruction of numerous nature reserves that provided shelter and food for China's few
remaining wild panda populations. Since the day of the earthquake, we have been working
closely with these reserves to identify their needs, rebuild vital infrastructure and strengthen
their fieldwork resources. Since May 2008, we have received HK$6.4 million in donations,

which was committed to rebuilding efforts.
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&6 Rebuilding is a long-term
commitment. We need your T,
support to sustain our efforts.
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Deputy Director of OPCFHK

who also represented Ocean Park as the Hong Kong SAR Development

Bureau’s Honorary Technical Consultant for the Rebuilding of Wolong
Nature Reserve
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Farthquake Rebuilding Efforts

REESNHESETFHERZ  #HABREARE Our rebuilding work in China covers a large area and

ERRAEEHENEE - SHRHBE) - £BERRFE addresses a wide range of logistical, operational and scientific
B EMEE - needs. This includes equipment sponsorship, habitat restoration,

and ongoing habitat studies.
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Monitoring panda habitats
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Planting bamboo seedlings EERBESES

Surveying panda habitat
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AEERBESAHRELAER 1SERERNR =T During the year, we sponsored equipment at 15 nature

BEIRD  AEFIEREENSISSLE  BHREBRIEL reserves and three management offices in Gansu and Shaanxi
Provinces. This much-needed sponsorship helped recipients
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REfF purchase important field and office equipment, allowing them
to resume normal operations.
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Conservation in Action
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Monitoring panda habitats

In 2009-2010, we supported a project to monitor the
effects of the May 2008 earthquake on pandas’ habitat selection
in Gansu province. The results of the study will be used to refine
conservation strategies and more effectively rebuild destroyed
habitats.

This project achieved the following milestones:
Completed 82 transects in four nature reserves, of which 39
were found to show traces of panda presence

Facilitated a forum on giant panda conservation and
conducted staff training at three field stations

Interviewed local communities
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Red panda survey

We selected this project in Liangshan Prefecture, Sichuan,
following a fieldtrip to Yele Nature Reserve in 2009. According
to China’s third national survey, there is a population of nine wild
giant pandas living in the reserve, and there is a known dense
population of red panda, but no scientific studies have been
conducted to understand the red pandas’ ecology or other co-
habitant animal species’natural history.

The red panda is an associated species of the giant panda
and is currently listed as Grade Il on China’s Key Protected Animal
List.

By using infra-red camera trapping and line transect
surveys, this study aims to investigate the distribution of red
pandas in the reserve and identify threats to their survival. This
is the first study of its kind in this reserve, which will generate
valuable baseline data for conservation and management plans.
Ultimately this will result in more effective management of all
Sichuan forest habitats, which will ultimately benefit all species
sharing forest habitats.
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Temminck's tragopan, a Grade Il protected species in China, captured by
the infra-red camera
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Restoring Panda Habitats
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Restoring bamboo corridors
for giant panda

Giant pandas are threatened by habitat fragmentation
from human activities. To address this threat and limit the loss of
panda genetic diversity, it has become necessary to link isolated
populations by constructing bamboo corridors. A bamboo
corridor is a habitat that allows pandas to move easily between
reserves. This important study evaluated the extent of habitat
fragmentation in Qinling and Pingwu, and examined whether
the creation of new corridors could address these issues. In
the process, it also sought to identify the key factors causing
population isolation.

This study accomplished the following:
Organised training for staff from five nature reserves, in
which participants learnt techniques on panda line transects,
camera trapping, monitoring, and designing field surveys

|dentified a new bamboo corridor linking two nature
reserves, and implemented regular surveys with camera
trapping to monitor panda activity in this area

© Wang Fang
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Planting bamboo seedlings

During the May 2008 earthquake, some 520km? of
giant panda habitats was damaged. Unfortunately, the natural
recovery of bamboo forests is very slow, which leaves giant

panda populations extremely vulnerable.

In 2009-2010, we approved funding to the Wolong Nature
Reserve to plant 160,000 bamboo seedlings in the Sanjiang
area, reconstruction of which is not included in the Hong Kong

Government'’s extensive financial support of Wolong.

According to China’s third national survey, there is a
population of 86 wild giant pandas in Sanjiang. The earthquake
in 2008 severely fragmented their natural habitat and limited
their food source. This planting programme will accelerate
recovery of the ecosystem. By enlarging the pandas’ habitat, it's
also hoped that the project will increase movement of giant
pandas in the reserve, which will help maintain the genetic

diversity of pandas in the area.

After planting has been completed in 2010-2011, staff at
the reserve will monitor and patrol the sites regularly. This will
provide valuable insights in the growth rate and effectiveness of
artificial planting. It will also help create an effective strategy for

future bamboo reforestation efforts.
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