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Conservation in Action: The Importance of

Knowledge
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\ L Blue-crowned laughing thrush - a critically endangered endemic bird in China

© Forrest Fong / HKBWS

10



Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong 2010 - 2011 Annual Report

A
© Zerlina Lﬂ

MERERRE TEWER NHERERNEEMBAN  THRLE
ARRDEOERE (5T IRERIINSE © £2010F201 145
REESHN323E - £10EFRERY 2 EEBNERET T 2655
% KREET S ERRESE -

Research is the basis of all our conservation efforts. It enables us to understand
what's happening to species in Asia and gives us the insights we need to
develop appropriate conservation strategies. In 2010/11, we dedicated
HK$3.23 million to 28 new conservation projects studying 21 threatened
species in ten countries. The following pages offer more details of three of our
projects.
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"By knowing more about the
animals, we understand more about
the environment we are sharing,
and how we shall be treating it."

Alessandro Ponzof8+ Dr. Alessandro Ponzo
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President of Physalus,
who is conducting research and education programme as well as

leading a stranding rescue team in Bohol
© Ray So / USSP
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Supported projects in 2010/11
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© Forrest Fong / HKBWS

© Zhang Fang / Anhui Normal University

£ HEFARE
Golden-headed box turtle

© Grant Abel

© Lin Wenzhi
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Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin
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Chinese giant salamander

© Ocean Park Corporation
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Hainan gibbon

I

China
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Red panda

fen®

Nepal

© Carol Law / USSP
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Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin

Siamese crocodile

© Jeremy Holden / Fauna & Flora International
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Malaysia
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Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin
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Coastal dolphins

© Langkawi Dolphin Research

© Cindy Peter / Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
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Conservation Status (according to the IUCN Red List)

HifE e
Critically Endangered Vulnerable

e/ ENARE
Near Threatened / Data Deficient
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Indonesia
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Seahorse

© Eco-Education & Resources Centre

© Cindy Yuen
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Amphibians

© OPCFHK
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Horseshoe crab
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Hong Kong © Grant Abel
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Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin
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Philippine crocodile

© Mabuwaya Foundation
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Cetaceans

£
Irrawaddy dolphin

Philippines

© Eric K. Y. Lam / USSP

© Louella Dolar / TMRC
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Whale shark

© EricK. Y. Lam / USSP

© Alessandro Ponzo / Physalus

© Danielle Kreb / Yayasan Konservasi RASI
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Papua New Guinea

HERFFRER
Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin

© Isabel Beasley / James Cook University

© International Animal Rescue Indonesia
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© Candy Lee / USSP+ © Alessandro Ponzo / Physalus

Whale shark (Rhincodon typus)
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Conservation status:

Major threats:

Population in the wild:

Distribution:
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Vulnerable

Harpooning and
by-catch

Unknown

Tropical and
warm temperate
seas, except the
Mediterranean
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Whale shark is the world’s largest living fish, yet knowledge of its biology and
ecology is very limited. The Bohol Sea provides an ideal environment for studying
these animals. Connecting the Pacific Ocean and the South China Sea, the Bohol
Sea reaches depths of 2000m within five miles of shore, and its nutrient-rich
waters are believed to be an important habitat for whale sharks.

This research has formulated valuable data regarding the sharks' biology, as well
as the extent of illegal fishing and their status. Local educational programmes
promote sustainable use of the natural resources based on this data. By
increasing our scientific knowledge of whale sharks and cetaceans in the
northern Bohol Sea, we can create the tools needed for their management and
the sustainable use of marine resources.
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Education is a strong conservation tool.

© Helen Fong / USSP

© Helen Fong / USSP
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The rescue unit saved a 4.2-metre whale shark stranded in Jagna, Bohol.
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Their markings are unique allowing researchers to identify individuals by the
© Alessandro Ponzo / Physalus markings behind the left gills.
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You can lend a hand...

o MATARMER, 177 BERAEMBEKLE < Submit whale shark photos and sighting information to

RMNE NESHEBEENRERRE M THEIT www.whaleshark.org/submit.jsp. Be a citizen scientist to aid
www.whaleshark.org/submit.jsp @ #BIHF5E A researchers know more about the global situation for this threatened
BEEEREFLHERBATERZMMNER - species.

e BENTIWEBAAFELEAAE  BHZE A o Sayno to shark-fin soup and encourage everyone you know to do the
YoutubeBEE EBLOOME B A EIHENEBIR same. For more information, check out the short film “A Shark’s Fin”
¥R TA Shark’s Fing » by BLOOM Hong Kong on YouTube.

e BMMEABRBEEELH Youtube 48 % ¢ Learn more about this project at www.youtube.com/OPCFhongkong
(www.youtube.com/OPCFhongkong) @ T &85
EATE B VEEIS -

£+ 8l What's next
ETHEE  REESBEESHEENETRELNEHREEHEAER  LWTEEARITEREER -

To further understand the species’ presence and habitat utilisation, we will continue to provide much-needed
funding in 2011/12 for status assessment and conservation.
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Yangtze finless porpoise (Neophocaena phocaenoides)
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Conservation status:

Major threats:

Population in the wild:

Distribution:
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Endangered

Entanglement
in fishing gear,
habitat loss and
degradation

Fewer than 1,400

Lower and middle
reaches of the
Yangtze River,
China
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The Yangtze River is one of the busiest freshwater shipping channels in the world.
It is also the home of the Yangtze finless porpoise, an endangered freshwater
cetacean species that lives exclusively in the Yangtze river which is now on
the brink of extinction. In particular, it is threatened by habitat degradation,
including pollution and sand dredging, as well as illegal electric fishing and

overfishing.

This project led by the Institute of Hydrobiology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
focused on establishing a stranding network to protect the remaining population,
and to build on previous studies by monitoring the abundance and movement of
porpoises in the waters of Poyang Lake. These insights will provide the necessary
information for the long-term management and conservation of this endangered
cetacean.
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Human disturbances including sand-dredging,
construction and heavy boat traffic are threatening

the survival of the finless porpoise in its only
habitat — the Yangtze River.

BAKERERETIE 2011 F ¥ FHF12
TIBRERER > ETFRE=F  BEHG
R BEM20VERARTIRNREERE
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Natural disasters also threaten the finless porpoise.
A total of 12 stranding cases were reported in

REESHTHTREMIRRE  EAAABHRABINER  FEETER the frst hal of 2011, three of which were on e
Svqmee s e | Ut . s . angtze main channel and nine in Poyang Lake.
RIBEIRIE - AARER—EADIRERE Eight of these strandings occurred in May 2011
By sharing experience of developing stranding plans as well as the proper transportation of alone, coinciding with the severe drought which
animals and staff training, we hope to refine the Yangtze stranding network and make it a brought animals and humans into even closer
powerful new tool in conservation efforts. conflict.

HHEETF

You can lend a hand...

o HBIEBAIE B XIEFABNREEBERMIE M o Help protect Hong Kong's marine population by supporting the local
BIEZEHK - BEIEE1823 - stranding network. If you see a stranded dolphin in Hong Kong, call
1823 straight away.

o BORRIBRAENHERARE — B* -
e Do not pollute our aquatic environment as we share the same habitat
with the finless porpoise.

FEE1 8l What's next
2011220125 » HFSEE—EHOMAE » TREHE TIRERBIIET -

In 2011/12, we will augment this project with a new survey of Yangtze finless porpoise fisheries bycatch in the
Poyang Lake, China.
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© Jeremy Holden / Fauna & Flora International (FFI)

© Jeremy Holden / Fauna & Flora International (FF)
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© Jeremy Holden / Fauna & Flora International (FFI)

Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis)
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Conservation status:

Major threats:

Population in the wild:

Distribution:
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Critically
Endangered

Habitat destruction
and illegal hunting

Fewer than 250

Mainly the remote
highlands of
Cambodia
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Over the past hundred years, habitat destruction and hunting have eradicated the
Siamese crocodile from 99% of its historical range throughout Southeast Asia.
Today, only 150-250 adults remain in the wild, chiefly in the remote highlands
of Cambodia where it inhabits freshwater rivers, lakes, swamps and marshes.
However, many of these habitats are now under threat due to dam construction.

This project sought to provide a more complete understanding of the status
and ecology of Cambodia‘s principle crocodile populations, to strengthen the
protection of Siamese crocodile sanctuaries under the management of local
communities, and to build the awareness and technical capacity of NGOs,
government agencies, key communities and the general public to conserve

crocodiles.



© Jeremy Holden / FFI
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Releasing artificially bred individuals into the wild. It will take these youngsters at
least 15 years to mature. This tiny crocling is about one year old.

© Sam Han / FFI
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The female lays about 20 eggs at a time.

HHEET

You can lend a hand...

e

FAEENRENTSZE  ARBFNTLLHARE

Meetings were held with local villagers at Chhay Reap to
develop a Participatory Land Use Plan and ground analysis.

© FFI

© FFI
REER 'HLBEYRERR  T=EEERRER
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Transect surveys were conducted by Fauna & Flora

International in three crocodile sanctuaries to record dung,
tracks and sightings.

o REMMA  EREAKERM -  Protect crocodile populations by refusing to buy crocodile leather.

o REEMREBT LM RESMEFHAMNREM o o Join the fight to protect Asia’s fast-disappearing wetlands.

R E+Ell What's next
RE—F REECESREENREHL ERENE_FHE -

To help protect the future of Siamese crocodiles in the wild, we will continue to support this important project in
2011/12.
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