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Rebuilding China’s Panda Nature Reserves
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China now has about 60 giant panda nature reserves covering over 2.9 million hectares of land. To
better protect the remaining population of giant pandas, red pandas, golden snub-nosed monkeys and
all the other important species sharing these habitats, we continued to provide much-needed support to
rebuild the reserves’ damaged habitats and facilitate research.
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“Camping gears and funding
from OPCFHK enable us to
patrol the reserve to better
protect the animals.”
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Patrol team in the Mabian
Dafengding Nature Reserve,
Sichuan Province
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Prioritising Resources for Panda Conservation

According to the 3rd national giant panda survey between
1999 and 2003, there were about 1,600 giant pandas living in
fragmented habitats in six mountain ranges in Western China.
About 2.3 million hectares of land are considered giant panda
habitats or potential habitats, of which about 51% falls within
designated nature reserves.

China has undergone tremendous development in the past 10
years. There is now an urgent need to understand the current
population status and habitat condition. These insights are
critical to conservation and reserve management planning.

China’s State Forestry Administration has been conducting
the 4th national survey in three provinces since 2011, with
work expected to be finished in 2013. We are supporting this
important survey by donating 100 digital cameras equipped
with built-in GPS function, which adds precise GPS coordinates
to all photographs of wild giant pandas or evidence of their
activities. This will greatly enhance the efficiency of data
processing.

To help individual forestry departments best consolidate and
prioritise our financial support in their provinces, we have also
signed a number of agreements which guarantee continued
funding for the next five years. All applications for habitat
restoration and conservation projects will be reviewed by our
Scientific Advisory Committee to ensure quality projects be
funded to facilitate local conservation efforts.

RIEEXMERNER - EE2005F12A%KLE - ZEXKEHEREAREEHENT :
Information from State Forestry Administration as of December 2005

KEEHE B (B A L)
No. of pandas #

o)l .
Sichuan 1,206 (75.56%)
i) :
Shaanxi 273 (17.11%)

No. of nature reserves

BAREERHE BAREERER (DF)

Area of nature reserves (hectares)

37 2,099,290

14 311,476

st
Total

1,596

56 2,900,400

# RNEE—RF LU E D ARARSH

# excluding panda cubs below 1.5 years of age

BEXMERIEETEMRDEARIMES - FAFT2013F5EHK

State Forestry Administration is conducting the 4th national survey, with work expected to be finished in 2013.
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Taking Action to Study Panda Populations in Sichuan Province

In 2011/12, we supported two projects in Sichuan Province,
which is home to about 75% of all wild pandas. The first
project, field monitoring of giant pandas and their habitats
in Mabian Dafengding Nature Reserve, is designed to assess
the changes to wild panda populations in Mabian Dafending,
particularly in light of recent habitat destruction. The results
will be compared with the last OPCFHK-sponsored three-year
monitoring project, which was completed in 2011. All insights
will be used to adjust the reserve’s monitoring strategy to
better protect pandas and other threatened animal and plant
species.

The second project examines the foraging strategy of wild
giant pandas in Liziping Nature Reserve in Xiaoxiangling.
Through better understanding on the feeding habits and
preferred bamboo species of these wild pandas, we can more
successfully reintroduce captive-bred pandas into the wild.
The Liziping Nature Reserve has one of China’s most remote
and isolated panda populations, making it a priority area for
panda reintroduction.

© Sichuan Frestry Department
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Restoring Habitats for High-density Populations of Qinling Pandas

in Shaanxi Province

This project aims to recover bamboo forests for the isolated
Niuweihe and Shanyuanba panda populations living on
Qinling Mountain. In 2007, about 500 hectares of forests
were affected by bamboo flowering. The subsequent die-
off has significantly reduced the pandas’ food supply as the
area is equivalent to 32% of a specific edible bamboo species
in Qinling. Bamboo and tree seedlings will be planted in
key zones to restore 170 to 500 hectares of panda habitats.
Continuous monitoring of the seedlings’ survival will further
aid reserve management planning.

We have also donated a pick-up truck to the Changqging
National Nature Reserve to replace one of its patrol vehicles
damaged by floods and mudslides in July 2011. This new
vehicle will enable the reserve to resume its OPCFHK-funded
project to study the giant panda’s adaptability to natural
secondary forest and coniferous forest.

© Shaanxi Forestry Department

Rebuilding Infrastructure to Study Vulnerable Populations

in Gansu Province

The Chagangliang provincial nature reserve was just 300 km away
from the epicentre of the 12 May 2008 earthquake. Located
within a core area of the nature reserve for giant pandas and
other rare terrestrial wildlife, the Gaerlonggou field station was
completely destroyed. We are currently funding the reconstruction
of this field station, which is essential for panda monitoring and
the prevention of various habitat-destruction activities such as
slash-and-burn, firewood collection, and the illegal removal of
wild animals and plants. When complete, the rebuilt field station
will enable the team to patrol and protect 4,653 hectares of giant
panda habitat. The photo on the right is the Luotang Field Station
rebuilt in April 2012.
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