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Working Together for
a Sustainable Planet

This has been a remarkable year for the Foundation. By keeping
the Foundation’s mission a priority, we have continued to play
a unique role in coordinating and leading regional conservation
efforts. Not only has the Foundation worked closely with
governments, NGOs, education and research institutions
across Asia, we have also funded 44 conservation projects. We
continued to build local capacity and awareness, and engaged
with numerous individuals in the protection of Asia’s wildlife.

As a home-grown wildlife conservation organisation, we play
an increasingly active role in conserving local species. One of
our great successes this year was the completion of the first
systematic seahorse survey in Hong Kong and the introduction
of a ground-breaking tagging technique. The survey will
continue in the year ahead and will play an important role in
determining long-term conservation management plans to
protect local seahorse populations and their habitat. You can
find the results of the first year’s survey on pages 12 and 13.

In the Pearl River Estuary, the Chinese white dolphin is facing
immense challenges, with its population currently predicted
to drop up to 70% over the next 60 years. To improve our
understanding of the species and identify mitigation measures,
we funded five key studies on the Chinese white dolphin in
2012/13. We also supported regional workshops that shared
scientific research technigues and promoted standardised
practices in handling marine mammal stranding cases. Locally,
our Cetacean Stranding Response Team continued to investigate
local stranding cases, share its findings with key stakeholders,
and help to increase public awareness of the plight the dolphins
are facing.

Another focal species for the Foundation is the giant panda,
which is now found in only six isolated mountain ranges , in the
provinces of Sichuan, Shaanxi and Gansu, China. This dramatic
loss of habitat not only reduces the scope for foraging, it also
leads to fragmented communities that are rapidly losing their
genetic diversity, and even becoming susceptible to inbreeding.
Without prompt action, the world will be in danger of losing
another precious species. | am proud to report that in 2012/13
the Foundation supported nine projects that take a broader
view of panda conservation. We, together with a group of
committed scientists and conservationists, are devoted to
fighting the situation. You can read more about our concerted
efforts on pages 18 to 21.

It's our belief that education is a vital aspect of conservation, as
young people are the future of our communities, our nations,
and of mankind itself. | invite you to learn more about our three
signature conservation education programmes on pages 30 to
41, which are equipping students with the knowledge they need
to live sustainably, and encouraging them to develop a lifelong
commitment to wildlife protection. By reaching out to young
people and inspiring them in positive ways, the Foundation has
successfully harnessed a powerful force for good.

Our corporate partners and celebrity supporters have also been
extremely active in the past year. In addition to financial support,
both Wessen Group and Hang Seng Bank initiated field visits for
their business partners, staff and family members, to Shaanxi
province in China and Ha Pak Nai in Hong Kong respectively, to
learn more about the precarious situation for threatened species.
During the year, local artistes Ms Cherrie Ying, Ms Yumiko,
G.E.M., and Mr. Ekin Cheng joined us to spread the word about
marine conservation, and climate change challenges.

You will find many of our accomplishments explained in this
year's Annual Report, none of which would have been possible
without our many supporters, donors, sponsors and volunteers.
We are heavily reliant on not only their financial generosity but
also that of their expertise, time and efforts. | would very much
like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to our staff members
for their tremendous efforts in realising our mission to protect
biodiversity in Asia.

| hope you will take inspiration from our work, as well as the
efforts of those we have supported. Building on the successes
of the last year, we look forward with great excitement to
deepening and strengthening our work in the year ahead.

M

Suzanne M. Gendron
Foundation Director





